Please read all instructions carefully and fully prior to beginning Assignment 2. Please also view the ‘Assignment Grading Criteria’ document while completing the assignment to ensure that all required elements for grading have been included. 
Assigned Reading: 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (2018). CMS finalizes pathways to success, an overhall of medicare’s national ACO program. CMS Newsroom. Retrieved from https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-finalizes-pathways-success- overhaul-medicares-national-aco-program 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (2018). Final rule creates pathways to success for the medicare shared savings program. CMS Newsroom. Retrieved from https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/final-rule-creates-pathways-success- medicare-shared-savings-program 
Assignment Instructions 
This assignment utilizes the above referenced assigned readings, located on the blackboard course site. Upon reading the articles, please complete the following: 
1. Provide a brief summary of the article(s). Be sure to summarize each section of the article(s) and not just a few sections. Be sure to correctly cite the article during your summary, according to APA guidelines. 
2. According to the required articles, what are some of the major changes that the Pathways to Success program will bring to physician practices that currently participate in an ACO. In order to fully answer this question, you will need to research current ACO requirements to do an adequate comparison. (HINT: You can find previous year Final Rules on the CMS MSSP website. You are looking for 2016 Final Rules for the Shared Savings Program). Be sure to use at least 2 peer reviewed sources in your response to this question. 
3. How are physicians responding to the ACO movement? How does the participation in an ACO help providers with meeting requirements and goals of the Triple Aim initiatives created by the IHI? In this section, please find at least 2 peer review sources in your response to this question. 
Assignment Format: 
Please submit your assignment in a Word Document (.doc/.docx). You will submit your assignment via Blackboard in the assignment submission link under the Module 4 section. You are required to submit a 2-4 page document, double-spaced, in 12 point Times New Roman font. Your entire assignment should follow standard APA Guidelines. All assignments will be graded for content, grammar, and formatting. 




